TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION IN THE
COMPETITION

Grandi Mieli Millefiori Siciliani (Great Sicilian Wildflower Honeys) —
2026 EDITION

Cav. Paolo Pagliaro Award

A.R.A.S. (the Sicilian Regional Beekeepers Association) announces the Sth edition of the “GRANDI
MIELI MILLEFIORI SICILIANI” competition, for the selection of the best regionally produced
wildflower honeys.

For 2026, three categories of wildflower honey have been established:

- Spring wildflower honeys
- Summer wildflower honeys
- Autumn wildflower honeys (produced in 2025)

Each sample received may apply for one, and only one, of the categories described above, together
with the corresponding application form (Annex A), duly completed. Each sample must be
accompanied by an entry form.

The competition is open only to beekeepers registered in the beekeeping register under the
“ORDINARY Activity” section; beekeepers registered under the “FAMILY Activity” section are
NOT eligible to take part.

Samples must be received no later than 21 AUGUST 2026 at the offices of the Organising Committee
specified below.

Samples arriving after that date will not be accepted.
For each sample entered in the competition, the beekeeper must submit:
* a sample consisting of 2 containers of 500 g each, in suitable, completely anonymous, glass jars;

* a duly completed entry form for each product entered, indicating which of the three categories above
the submitted sample belongs to, signed as a self-certified declaration of the truthfulness of the
statements and of consent to the privacy notice, as requirements for eligibility. The form is available
on the website www.apicoltorisiciliani.it and is also provided in a version that can be filled in by
hand.

A printed copy of the entry form must be attached to the honey sample jars, to allow their certain
identification.

« a fee of €20.00 for each type of sample entered, as a contribution towards the organisational costs
of the competition, to be paid by:

- BANK TRANSFER (payable to Associazione Regionale Apicoltori Siciliani)
IBAN IT59J0503684700CC0371431829.

Payment reference: “Contribution for participation in the Grandi Mieli Millefiori Siciliani
competition”


http://www.apicoltorisiciliani.it/

The samples, together with the documentation listed above, must be sent to the offices
of the Committee of the “Concorso Grandi Mieli Millefiori Siciliani”, via della Banane 22 -
95121 Catania (CT).

Only honey samples from the Sicilian Region' (including the minor islands) are admitted, produced
during the last beekeeping season of 2026 (2025 for autumn honeys), extracted from the combs by
centrifugation and perfectly clean, with a moisture content of less than 18.0% and
a hydroxymethylfurfural (HMF) content of less than 10 mg/kg (15 mg/kg for autumn honeys).

Honeys that do not have the required characteristics or that are not legally fit for sale, will be
excluded from the competition. Samples will then be evaluated through the analyses best suited to
highlighting the strengths and defects for each wildflower category.

In particular, physico-chemical and organoleptic analyses will be used. For the latter, panels will
be made up of tasters registered with the National Register of Honey Sensory Analysis Experts
(Honey Sommeliers). At the end of the analysis and organoleptic evaluation, excluding samples
found to have analytical defects, a ranking will be drawn up based on the score obtained through
the evaluation of visual, olfactory, gustatory and tactile parameters. 40% of the honeys admitted
to the competition will receive an award. 15% will be recognised as “Excellent Wildflower
Honeys”, and 25% will be recognised as “Very Good Wildflower Honeys”.

For each of these two recognitions, a minimum score (rounded to one decimal place) will be
set, above which the corresponding recognition will be awarded.

These scores will be set by the competition’s Technical Manager, after consulting the panel
members and the jury chairperson.

Please note that, under current legislation, the certificate awarded to the sample may not be used
for marketing the honey.

A.R.A.S., in order to help improve the quality of regional production, will send each participant the
results of the analyses performed and the quality assessment. The results of the competition will
be published in the press and online.

The awards ceremony will take place on 26 SEPTEMBER 2026 as part of the “Sagra del
Miele” (Honey Festival) in Sortino, Province of Syracuse (25-26-27 SEPTEMBER 2026).

On the evening of Saturday 26 SEPTEMBER 2026 and during the day on Sunday 27
SEPTEMBER 2026, tastings will be offered of the wildflower honeys that will have received
the excellence certificate, and on the afternoon of Sunday 27 SEPTEMBER 2026 a further award
will be presented for the “Best Wildflower Honey Chosen by Consumers”.

The programme will be made public as soon as it can be finalised, in line with the
requirements applicable at that time.

Sensory evaluation of the honeys entered in the competition will take place in a single session, to
be held in the second half of September 2026. All organisational details and participation
arrangements will be announced as soon as possible.

These “terms and conditions of participation” are valid for the 2026 edition of the “Grandi
Mieli Millefiori Siciliani” competition, the complete rules for which are available at:

! See below for the regulation for the MieliTerraneo competition, open to countries of the Mediterranean basin.



http://www.apicoltorisiciliani.it/concorso-grandi-mieli-millefiori-siciliani/

SPECIAL SECTION “MIELITERRANEO”

For the special “MieliTerraneo” section, the same participation conditions, quality
requirements, sample submission procedures, required documentation, delivery deadlines,
and analysis and evaluation procedures apply in full, as well as the provisions on the
awarding of recognitions set out in these rules for wildflower honeys.

Participants in the special “MieliTerraneo” section must therefore comply with all the
requirements established for the “Grandi Mieli Millefiori Siciliani” competition, except for
the specific provisions on the geographical origin of the samples. Samples admitted to the
“MieliTerraneo” section must come from countries of the Mediterranean basin and must be
produced and submitted exclusively by professional beekeepers, recognised as such under
the beekeeping legislation in force in their respective country.

By submitting the entry application, the entrant declares and self-certifies that they hold
this professional qualification, undertaking to provide, if requested by the Organising
Committee, suitable documentation proving the registration, licensing or recognition of
their professional beekeeping activity in accordance with the provisions in force in their
country of origin.


http://www.apicoltorisiciliani.it/concorso-grandi-mieli-millefiori-siciliani/

